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Meter of the Month

A joint award this month - with two new Neopost ‘Design J’ franks that nicely complement each
other. The first is from Peter Mantell and shows a ‘Zero Test’ item from an 1S-240/280 model
(NEG6 prefix).

With reference to pages 162-9 &10, this item decodes as Format ‘0’, Mail Class ‘0’ and Mail
Type ‘0000°’. The full image is shown below:

Return Address: Delivered b-'f

THOMAS WALKER GLOBAL LIMITED

15 Mkt wes s 28-04-14

Kimgs MNorton Business Ceantre £0.00 NEGOODGET

Kings Morton

Birmingham E Zero

B30 IHP Test

NEG000667 (Item 0000096)

The second is from Alan Godfrey and shows a ‘Surcharge Payment’ item from an 1S-480
model (NE8 prefix). Here, the item decodes as Format 9, Mail Class 9 and Mail Type 9999.

Delivered by
So e U % 02-05-14
Tibshal! ® | £0.49 NEBOOT147
- Sapa- Royal Mail [
DESS 5hH — ot i Ay 3 2 Surcharge
Payment
NE8001147 (ltem 0000643)

Your editor assumes that the ‘Surcharge Payment’ option is for settling underpayments with
Royal Mail. However, if an item were un-franked, surely the surcharge would be more than
just the first class rate of £0.49. It is possible that this was a ‘mis-selection’ made by the user.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘latest numbers’ as at the end of May 2014 — with updates shown in red.
Please could | have the next reports by 28th June - thanks. In the list below, the part of the

serial number that directly relates to the model is underlined.

Frama (UK)

Matrix F2, F4, F6
Matrix F12 etc.

Francotyp-Postalia
Optimail 25/35
Centormail 240/300
MyMail / PostagePro
PostBase Qi3/4/6/9
PostBase Qi3/4/6/9

Ultimail

Neopost
1S-330
IS-350

Various upgraded
1J-80/90/110

IS-460 (Ex 1J-50)
IS-420 (Ex 1J-30)
IS-440 (Ex 1J-40)

1S-480

1S-240 / 1S-280
1S-5000/6000
1S-240/280

1S-480

1S-5000/6000

Pitney Bowes
DM50, 55
DM160i/220i
DM50, 55
DM 810, 900 etc.
Connect+ 1000 etc.
Connect+ 10FC etc.
DM 400, 450, 475
DM100i, 150i etc.

Advanced Mail Codes
AAGB-BU
AAGJ-HH

1003746

FR2000060

py)
N

F04115546
FC5110688
FM2655540
FP6110743
FP6112404
FU3117271
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PB619053
HQ25668

08.05.14
24.04.14

28.02.14
28.04.13
03.09.13
31.01.14
15.05.14
08.07.13

06.08.13
14.02.14
18.11.13
11.07.13
23.04.13
06.02.13
22.08.13
17.04.14
15.04.14
04.02.14
08.04.14
02.05.14
25.04.14

15.03.13
18.03.14
18.04.14
18.03.13
23.04.14
18.03.14
07.04.14
07.05.14

07.03.14
PPI no date

Reported by PM
See MN 162

See MN 161
Reported by PM
See MN 155
See MN 160
Reported by PM
See MN 153

See MN 154
See MN 160
See MN 158
See MN 158
See MN 150
See MN 148
See MN 154
See MN 162
See MN 162
See MN 160
See MN 162
Reported by AN, see below
See MN 162

See MN 149
See MN 161
See MN 162
See MN 151
See MN 162
See MN 161
Reported by AN
Reported by PM

See MN 161
See MN 160

Peter Wood also reports serial NES8001011 dated 29-04-14 (image not supplied).

Next month it is expected that the N137 and N138 series will be dropped from the list as

there have not been any updates to these series for over a year.
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Latest Number Images

Here are images of the latest numbers reported this month — with contributor’s initials shown in
the bottom left of each image, together with a repeat of the serial number for Mailmark items as
the serials on these are in such a small font size.
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£0.49 FPE112404
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Recent Interesting Items

In the ‘Latest Numbers’ section above, we report our first example of a Francotyp-Postalia in
the ‘Design J’ format, using the FP6112 prefix (compared with the FP6110 prefix used in the
‘Design H’ format). This means, of course, that we have now seen examples of the new
Mailmark™ matrix design from all four of the manufacturers. Your editor has also found an
example, FP6112077, on the same date that is the lowest recorded number for this series.

Dell d b
i 15-05-14 1
ED.43 FRE1120TT
ch.ml mail S '

allurn Mﬂm Lﬂtt!'

w-ll-.hﬁﬂﬂm ‘I‘t-n- ﬂvmn X0 35)
Vabafa: wew BlS-au oo

FP6112077 (Item 0000343)

Peter Mantell reports a second example of FP6112404 (see previous page), but this time
with a pair of double vertical bars appearing to the right of the frank. John Notton reports a
similar item on N1240123, with single vertical bars on the far left of the envelope. John
wonders whether there could be any operational significance to these bars. Your editor
believes these are merely printing malfunctions but it is interesting that the items have come
from two different manufacturers. We would be pleased to receive reports of similar items.

Delivered by 1
22 05-14
CAUSEWAY @ s |
mnmrm Rid, Bourme End. BL8 SAQ : Letter

FP6112404 (Item 0000117)
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Peter Mantell has found this item with a ‘233’ appearing in the slogan position. The sender is
Bournemouth University. It is possibly a department number — see page 116-3 and earlier.

-:"'?"‘5
whilks

0065

FC5110263

233

00362929

GREAT BRITAIN
Qivd 3J9visod
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Mailmark™ News

Your editor reports a new ‘Design J’ format, namely ‘1 L Letter 250g’ as shown below:

Delivered b
? 25-04-14 1
£1.04 PE162886
L Letter
250q

PB162886 (Item 0002790)

The above, together with the two new formats, illustrated on page 1 of this newsletter, enable
the ‘Mail Type’ table to be extended as follows:

Mail Type Code Type Description First Reports

0000 Zero Test Page 163-1

0001 1 Letter, 2 Letter Pages 161-3 and 161-1
0100 (Special Delivery) 1 PM 100g Page 162-3

0101 1L Letter 100g, 2 L Letter 100g Pages 162-4 and 161-7
0102 1 L Letter 250q, 2 L Letter 250g Above and page 161-7
0104 2 L Letter 750g Page 162-3

1111 1 Small Parcel Page 161-7

1403 1 Advanced Page 161-7

1503 2 Advanced Page 161-7

5000 (Special Delivery) 9 AM 100g Page 162-4

9999 Surcharge Payment Page 163-1

Colour Slogans
Your editor reports two new colour slogans produced on Pitney Bowes Connect+ machines:

Metsec plc 28-03-14

Broadwell Road €033  PEsseaza
oldbury Royal Mail : T R e o
B69 4HF =) :

return address pealivered by 2

PB556323 (Item 0010211)

FA Consulfing services Lid
Cambridge Technology Centra
Back Lane

Melboumn Royston SGEB 6DP

13-03-14

o £0.4T  PHASIIO
PB256903 (ltem 0003181}

Dhelivered by 1
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Meter Franking Publicity Leaflet
Your editor has come across this colourful Royal Mail publicity leaflet sent out to customers.

It's easy to reach

the world with your 55,5 vai
franking machine -

On the reverse side, the leaflet advertises the new international mail and parcel services that
were launched by Royal Mail on 31% March 2014.

Our new international mail and parcel Using our new international
services launch on 31st March 2014 services on your franking machine
With defvery to Europe from 3 days and the Test of the world from 5 = Weigh the item Lo find the correct price
s s iy 1 ks QU e S5 ety (STHIS TS gyt the tem o onto 4 abel
Intemnational Tracked & Signed «» Attach an international barcode label

Fully tracked with signatura an defvery and orine corfirmation lavaitable by calling 08457 %50 950')
International Tracked o Cemplete the n:iphmt‘s details in your
Fully tracked with delivery ranfirmation anlmse mquﬁ the m&m
International Signed » Give your item 1o the collections postman
Trackad to tha point the fem leaves the LIK, or toyour local Post Wmﬁ with
with & sanature taken on defivery e | i ; Mm
Intermational Standard ey &l e AN ts. A ol
Grisal value standard dedvery :ﬂfﬁ:: m-'w Tﬁgﬂm

Intemational EComamy ey Safare bail ww.mnlmad_lmﬁnnh_l‘ni

Man-priority delivery for even less
| =
Byl Al 1l prooohonvs e W oboer w9 TEQriaed wrade irares of Rgysl M Greap Lin. Bwaching the ssnrld mide ey 0 Royt Bl Creap Lid TI24
i v, e Al W Broup LR megedeivd b Englre and 'Wides, ks LIS regeiposd s 100 Wickons Trkankowel. Longes. DCAF 99
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Interesting Historic Iltems

Your editor reports this unusual bulk posting frank, with “B.P.l.” appearing in the town die
instead of a date. Patrick Awcock assumes that this is similar to the usage in pre-paid
machine cancellations at the time (1960s).

F‘CZE =

Patrick states that “BP1” was used for the first bulk posting of (initially) a minimum of a
million items from an office. As quantity rebates became the norm, the number of items
was reduced, and just “BP” was used. Patrick also points out that the 4P postage indicates
a date range between 1965 and 1968 and assumes it was applied by Barclaycard as the
item came from Northampton.

On page 50-8, we illustrated this ‘Golden Jubilee’ slogan to celebrate 50 years of Pitney
Bowes franking machines.

{:: - H |
T a / :- PR :5

4 "-.-'=.'f'\." oy

Now, Jon Aitchison sends this unusual specimen frank with the same slogan. The serial
number of this frank is P.B.8300 and is dated 15.12.72.

/ 7@7—%\ SPECIMET
L\ f‘ J/“‘ s g
aid |., L i =
SPECIMEN

W o W] | ——

The item is one of a number of interesting items from a collection that Jon has recently
acquired. Your editor hopes to include further items from this collection in future editions
of the newsletter.
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Interesting Historic Items Continued

Whilst browsing through some back issues of the Meter Stamp Bulletin, Ray Woodward-Clarke
has come across this photograph of the first Postage Meter in Great Britain that was included
in an advertising leaflet around 1922. Ray wonders whether any copies of the original leaflet
have survived — if so, we would be pleased to know.

SETTING THE FIRST POSTAGE METER IN GREAT ERITATN.

The illustration sbove, showing the Assistent Postmester, London,
E.C.1l., setting the first Postage Meter (& Pitney-Bowes single value) on Sth
September, 1922, is reproduced from an advertising leaflet (undated, but
probably not long after 1922) published by Fostage Meters and Machines Co.,
Imperial Buildinge, 56 Kingsway, W.C.2 (subsequently incorporated in
Universal Postal Frankers Ltd,, now Pitney-Eowes Ltd.) Although the faces
would he elearly recogniaable in the original, we do not know the nemes of
any of those present.

The leaflet gives much detail sbout the machines - which, it states,
are "in nowise similar to the many devices upon the market for affixing
crdinary postage ﬂtﬂ.u'.pﬂ"l} = and their advantagea. They are said to bo &
"to a great extent" modification of the 'Universal' Postmarlking and Cancel-
ling Machines manufactured by wus and in use in the Post Offices of many
different countrias".

Historic Meter Thematics

Peter Shaw, an interested reader who collects King Edward VIl philatelic items, kindly sends
this slogan which reads “Insist on Savoy Stamp Albums”.

nND
vHﬁ
=3 XI 36

=T DM+

SAVOY’

AMP ALBUMS,
HE WORLD'S BEST.

UCED BY HARAIS, LONDOM.
w\-q.____,.-

o ——— e — e e a
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Meter Thematics

This month we illustrate four nice Coat of Arms designs. The first is from David Jones and the
other three are from Peter Mantell.

The first item is from the Handsworth Grammar School in Birmingham.

Handswort 09 = o
= o
T S8 Hedil
= iy
Handswort, 6 4 o 0 0 L4 a
o Bimingham, B21 SET 16 < k
Tek: 0121554 2794 33 & >
Fax: 0121 554 5405 4 2 Olppess5836J0
The second is from the Aylsham High School in Norwich.
: AYLSHAM z ¥~ lo
HIGH SCHOOL < (i 5
; { Huxiness o b
and Enterprive m g U 5 U (]
Specialist Nebool o m
bl w -
;yrtsilam N1 BAN 5 FU3T114746 5
The third is from Beech House School in Rochdale.
R i g | S
leturn Address: . o ¥
1840 Manchester Road m E \-!4.1} g
Rochdale M= m (7]
@il 40 o = U U b &I
2 -
\ Berch Suuss / o w >
g FM2117407 =

The fourth is from the Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead Town Council.

iEmgh | Return Address: Zz — g

1% Royal Borowgh of ~ IE e o

Tk | Windsor & Maidenhead 2@ k= Wik i

! 0 e =

o e " | Town Hall P m U 1 4 8 ﬁ
s | St.Tves Road S 5

Windsor & | Majdenhead = - -

SR— S 18 2 | FC5110453(
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Meter Thematics

Further to page 151-8 and earlier, David Jones reports the latest slogan from the British
Museum, advertising their current exhibit entitled “Ancient lives, new discoveries”.

The British Museum

¢ qd &y g

Ancient lives, g & >
, o

new discoveries ? E 0037 m
5 [ -

22 May — 30 Nov 2014  © Gleasas7ools

Peter Huss kindly sends this ‘Wind Farm’ slogan from a company called Windhoist based in
Irvine, Scotland.

oy
0079

PB844650

& windhois -

WwNwooo
NO—=O=ON
GREAT BRITAN
adivd 35V¥.1S0Od

Peter also provides this unusual Astronomy thematic, depicting the Great Bear.

N --—,'f\,
1V Vq Relurn Address
| [ stellar House
Barbour Square

Grear Bean High Street
it chester CH3 9RF

01828 772200

]
0079

~OohbhWCO
O=-JhoODC>
GREAT BRITAIN
divd 3DV1s0d

PB834359.

Finally, my Meter Thematic of the Month award goes to Peter Mantell for this attractive flag
thematic from the Union Jack Club in London.

= . o

Union Jack | 04 = Gl |9

Club g E = g
Sandell Street T

Waterloo 1A - U [} 3 ? Q
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Telephone: 01 E E
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